
 

Open letter to the Global Salmon Initiative (GSI) and the Chilean Marketing Council 

from socio-environmental organizations and communities of native peoples of Chile 

 

Global Salmon Initiative 

160 Blackfriars Road 

London, SE1 8EZ 

United Kingdom 

 

Chilean Salmon Marketing Council 

50 Milk Street,16th Floor 

Boston,MA 02109 

 

To whom it may concern, 

The director of Salmones Camanchaca, Mr. Tore Valderhaug, in his presentation about the 

salmon industry in Chile, held at Seminaret 2022 (Lofoten, Norway), identified the main 

threats that would affect the second largest producer of industrially farmed salmonids 

globally. According to the director of this company, a member of the Global Salmon 

Initiative and the Chilean Salmon Marketing Council, the increase in health and 

environmental regulations, as well as the actions of the regulatory bodies of the new 

Chilean government, which he described as uncertain, would be creating a “circle of 

menace”, where “the biggest threat is radical environmentalists” (1) . 

This corporate criminalization of organizations that defend the environment, public health 

and human rights in Chile is an attempt to create the conditions that justify future actions of 

intimidation against citizen organizations, socio-environmental movements and 

communities of native peoples. 

According to the organization Global Witness, violence against defenders of the 

environment and human rights is increasing in Latin America, being the most dangerous 

region in the world with 165 murders in 2020 (2). Chile is no stranger to intimidation 

against those who resist projects with a high health, social and environmental impact, as 

evidenced by the four activists murdered in the last four years (3). 

It is noteworthy that the characterization of socio-environmental organizations as the main 

threat to the salmon producing and exporting industry in Chile takes place weeks after the 

new government adhered to the Escazú Treaty, a binding international instrument that 

guarantees access rights to information and citizen participation in environmental decision-

making, and ensures access to justice and the protection of socio-environmental 

organizations and movements. 

The entry into force of the Treaty of Escazú will ensure informed citizen participation in 

the processes of environmental impact assessment declarations of new industrial 

aquaculture expansion projects, without distinctions between mega projects with citizen 

participation and those that were exempted by the administrative route. 



Due to the consequences on human rights that Salmones Camanchaca's statement could 

have on defenders of the environment, public health and communities of native peoples in 

Chile, it is necessary to know if they correspond to the corporate governance standards of 

the Global Salmon Initiative ( GSI) and the Chilean Marketing Council, and if they share 

the view that the regulatory actions of the new government are creating a "threat circle" 

where socio-environmental organizations and communities of indigenous peoples constitute 

their main threat. 

During the recent meeting called “Aquaforum Patagonia” (June 23, 2022, Punta Arenas, 

Magallanes region), the salmon industry, using union leaders, took another step, accusing 

national and international socio-environmental organizations of “making orthodox calls ” 

(sic) to block the productive development of the country by manipulating Law 20,249 on 

Marine Coastal Spaces for Original Peoples (EMPOs), known as the Lafkenche Law 

(4),(5). 

This situation occurred a week after the Mapuche Williche communities participating in 

the United Nations Ocean Conference on the defended the status of the Coastal Spaces of 

Native Peoples (ECMPOs)  for shared governance of the marital and fulfillment of the 

challenges of SDG 14. At the same time, they expressed their rejection of the attempt to 

weaken the Lafkenche Law by criminalizing their struggle by qualifying them as 

“radicals” or “extreme environmentalists”. 

From your responses or from the corporate silence, we will be able to assess whether these 

threats are signals that constitute an isolated event, or are part of an ongoing corporate 

agenda. 
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Signed by: 

Agrupación de Defensa Ambiental y Cultural de Chiloé (ADAC) 
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Agrupación Defendamos Chiloé 

Asociación Aysén Defensa de Vida  

Andres McCormick. Sociedad Civil por la Acción Climática (SCAC Magallanes) 

Asociación Areas Costeras y Recursos Marinos (ACOREMA).Perú  

Carlos Cuevas. Fundación Melimoyu 

Comunidad indígena Yagan de Bahía Mejillones. Cabo de Hornos 

Comunidad Kawésqar Ata'p. 

Comunidad Kawésqar Grupos Familiares Nómades del Mar. 

Comunidad Kawesqar Residentes en Rio Primero. 

Comunidad Lof Mapuche Williche kechalen Keyley Mapu Mo (Chiloé)  

Comunidad Mapuche Williche Codihue, Calbuco  

Comunidad Mapuche Williche Huepil,Calbuco 

Comunidad Mapuche Williche Pepiukelen de Pargua 

Comunidad Puhuapi de Guaitecas 

Coordinadora Feminista de Punta Arenas 

Coordinadora Social de Magallanes 

Corporación Estuario, comuna de Cochamo, Estuario de Reloncavi 

Daniela Villegas. Asociación Indigena Mohulla Folil. 

Defendamos Hualaihué 

Elsa Cabrera. Centro de Conservación Cetácea (CCC) 

Fundación Ciudadanos y Clima. 

Fundación Terram 

Greenpeace  

Grupo Familiar Kawésqar Renchi Navarino. 

Juan Carlos Cárdenas. Centro Ecocéanos 

Lilián Flórez González Fundación Yubarta. Cali. Colombia 

Mapuexpress 

Mariano Sironi. Instituto de Conservación de Ballenas. Argentina 

Monique Pool. Director.Green Heritage Fund Suriname. Member, IUCN/SSC Sirenia Specialist 

Group 



Observatorio de Conflictos Ambientales de América Latina (OLCA) 

Peter Hartmann. Comité Nacional Pro Defensa de la Flora y Fauna Aysén (CODEFF) 

Procultura Kamayas 

Radio del Mar 

Red Austral de Acción Territorial de Magallanes. 

Red de Acción en Plaguicidas y sus Alternativas de América Latina (RAP-AL) 

Unión por la Defensa de las Aguas y de la Tierra. Codihue, Calbuco  

Yohana Coñuecar, territorios de Hualaihue, Chiloé continental. 

Yolanda Alaniz. Conservación de Mamíferos Marinos de México (Comarino) 


